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With snow finally arriving in mid January we are operating at full capacity to keep the trails groomed to the best of our ability.  Cold weather and snow are the keys to a great winter and so far we haven’t had much of either, but we are trying to make due with what we have.  The Maine-NH-Vermont exchange weekend seemed to be a big success. Over 550 sleds were counted on Saturday by our groomer operator extraordinaire Lorraine.  This is a big increase over a normal Saturday and shows the open registration weekend was a success for all the businesses that sold gas, food and lodging to riders that would otherwise not be in our state riding.  It will be interesting to see how the Quebec open weekend in February compares to this last weekend.

The new addition to the club equipment is getting a lot of use and I have attached a picture to show the amount of brush that the drag picks up when the new brush cutter is working properly.  The brush cutter cuts so much brush that someone must take the cut twigs off the drag every 3-4 hours of operation.  Hopefully as we use this brush cutter on all the trails over and over again the amount of brush that needs to be cut will diminish.  The cutter will cut up to a two and one half inch branches, which should make our trails the clearest in the North Country!  It will be nice to ride the trails without having to duck under branches that will scratch a $75 heated shield.  This brush cutter should also save us time in the off season while we walk the trails with chain saws clearing the branches. As we all know, after 4-5 hours of walking and cutting, none of us is quite as motivated to getting every one of those pesky little branches.  Hopefully over the next few years we will be able to get another cutter so that we can run them on two drags, helping to keep even more of our trails clear of branches.

One serious note to mention is the occurrences of riders going close to the new wind turbines in Millsfield.  These wind turbines can be very dangerous, especially with ice coming off them, and possibly injuring anyone who gets hit by the ice.  Once again, we need to strongly state that we must stay away from the turbines or our access to them may be curtailed.  Another issue that has occurred this winter more than usual is the riding of plowed roads. Hopefully this will diminish as we get more snow, but we must remember to stay on the trails because a plowed road often means a logging operation. It is extremely dangerous for snow machines on roads with logging trucks.
Our upcoming events for the rest of the year are as follows, and remember club meetings are on the first Friday of every month at the club house on route 26.
Vintage snowmobile race Stratford NH March 3rd (note this is a new venue)

Vintage snowmobile race Pittsburg NH March 17th
Our annual steak feed will be Saturday afternoon March 3rd at the USA Clubhouse

